
WHITE OAK CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING 

WHITE OAK CITY HALL 
MARCH 13, 2012 

6:00P.M. 

MEMBERS PRESENT Mayor Rick May, Mayor Pro-Tem Barbara Ray, Kyle Kutch, Lance 
Noll, Charlie Owens, Kelly Mitchell 

STAFF PRESENT : Charlie Smith, Sherry Roberts, Jim Nail, Billy Morgan, Mike Self, Terry 
Roach, Chad Walls , Debbie Sadler, Jamie Guida 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor May called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. Councilmember Kutch led the invocation and 
Mayor May led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Review of Financials for January 2012. 
B. Consider and/or approve City Council minutes from February 14, 2012. 
C. Consider and/or approve WOEDCO minutes from January 24, 2012. 
D. Consider and/or approve Ordinance #2012-03; Cancelling City Officers Election 
E. Consider and/or approve Ordinance #2012-04; Voluntary Donations for Christmas 

Decorations. 

Motion to approve made by Mayor Pro-tem Ray, seconded by Councilmember Noll. Carried 
unanimously. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

None. 

PRESENTATION by Candace Pace of MDA regarding the fire department "Boot Drive." 

Meredith Honeycutt, Director of MDA addressed the council regarding the annual boot drive on 
street corners. Ms. Honeycutt gave the council copies of the bill signed by Governor Rick Perry in 
2007 giving firefighters the legal right to collect money on street corners if a one-million dollar policy 
exists. She also handed out a copy of another city's policy with a two-million dollar policy which 
removes the city's liability. Ms. Honeycutt stated the difference from collecting outside Walmart and 
collecting on street corners was approximately $44,000 higher when collected on street corners. 

Mayor May stated he felt this was a great organization and does a lot of good and expressed his 
appreciation. He was certain the volunteer fire department would be glad to participate but would 
strictly be their decision. Ms. Honeycutt explained the organization likes the blessing of the cities. In 
closing, she handed out information about the programs and services offered by the MDA. 

PRESENTATION by Mike Sumrow; owner of Big Mike's Hobbies & Toys regarding the 
construction of a radio control facility (track) at the White Oak City Park. 
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Mike Sumrow, Owner of Big Mike's Hobbie's & Toys gave a Power Point presentation to the 
council regarding the building of a radio control vehicle facility at the City Park. RC Racing would 
bring income to the community and keep kids and adults off the streets. Competitions could bring 
in excess of 300 competitors that would be spending money in town. This project would be 
coordinated with the City, East Texas RC enthusiasts, and local sponsors. This facility would be 
behind the basketball courts at the City Park and would include a rock-crawling course, driver 
stand, and multiple-purpose track for different events. A creek would be incorporated into the rock
crawling course. A variety of events could be held at the facility such as an oval track for racing, an 
off-road course and a truck/tractor pull course. Recently, there has been an average of 35-50 
people every weekend at Penick Park playing and practicing their RC vehicles. 

Councilmember Owens asked Mr. Sumrow if this was seasonal, in which Mr. Sumrow repl ied yes 
and is mainly enjoyed during the nicer weather, but some diehards will race in hot weather. The big 
races will come in the summer and are a lot of work, but the City would receive all of the revenue. 

Councilmember Kutch asked Mr. Sumrow if any towns our size had a course, in which Mr. Sumrow 
replied no; Dallas and Shreveport are the closest. City Coordinator Charlie Smith commented that 
Director of Public Works Mike Self has performed a lot of research and has received lots of positive 
comments and the location is an asset. 

Mayor Pro-tem Ray asked Mr. Sumrow if races are held all day on weekends or evenings, in which 
Mr. Sumrow replied that big races are sometimes four days straight. Mayor Pro-tem Ray then 
questioned if the loud sound of the vehicles would interfere with baseball , in which Mr. Sumrow 
replied that he wasn't sure. The gas cars, which are traditionally louder, are going by the wayside 
because enthusiasts are moving towards electric vehicles. The racetrack owner can stipulate 
certain races to be electric vehicles only. 

City Coordinator Smith asked Mr. Sumrow if the big races were mainly on the weekends, in which 
Mr. Sumrow replied yes. City Coordinator Smith stated that he felt that with baseball being mainly 
during the week, interference would be a minimum. 

Mayor Pro-tem Ray asked Mr. Sumrow if the chain-link fence would keep vandals out, in which Mr. 
Sumrow repl ied not necessarily vandals, but kids rid ing bikes. There would be a gate system to 
keep bikes out of the track facility. 

Councilmember Noll questioned the estimate of cost, in which City Coordinator Smith stated he 
had hoped there would be estimates given at the meeting. Mr. Sumrow explained there are many 
different options for everything. Mr. Smith stated staff would begin getting quotes together and 
bring it back to the council. 

There were over 40 guests in attendance just for the discussion regarding the remote control 
facility and when Mayor May asked for a show of hands of people who actually race cars, a huge 
amount of guests raised their hands. 
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CONSIDER AND/OR APPROVE contract with ETCOG regarding location and GPS services. 

Mayor May moved this item out of order and placed it before the executive session. City 
Coordinator Charlie Smith stated he and Director of Public Works Mike Self met with Michelle from 
the East Texas Council of Governments regarding the location of manholes, fire hydrants, water 
lines, etc. being placed into a GPS system. The City can contract with ETCOG for $5,000 to input 
the information into a database which City staff collected. He stated how hard it is to find water 
meters and manholes and employee time is wasted in locating lines, valves, etc. 

More discussion was held regarding the time needed for employees to collect all of the information 
for ETCOG. Councilmember Mitchell questioned where the money would come from, in which Mr. 
Self answered the expense account for maintenance of water and sewer lines. 

Councilmember Noll made the motion to approve, seconded by Councilmember Mitchell. Carried 
unanimously. 

CITY COORDINATOR ITEMS 

Mayor May moved this item out of order and placed it before the executive session. 

A. Capital Projects Update 
City Coordinator Smith stated the Penick Park project is doing great, the pond is 
filling , and Gregg County should start next week laying the parking lots. 

Director of Public Works Mike Self wrote a letter a couple of weeks ago to Lowe's 
Home Improvements inquiring about a partnership between Lowe's and the City to 
build the pier at the Penick Park pond. Lowe's responded and will be donating the 
materials needed to build the pier, which will amount to approximately $5,000. 

Mr. Smith stated he spoke to Center Street Baptist Church regarding a needed 
easement to tie the walking trail into the nature center and if approved, the church 
will give the City an 8-foot easement for the walking trail. 

B. Animal Ordinance 
Gladewater will be holding a workshop for an animal ordinance in which Chad 
Walls, Sherry Roberts, and he will attend. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION Pursuant to Section 551 .072 of the Texas Government Code, the City 
Council may meet in closed session to deliberate the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of one 
or more tracts of real property, where such deliberations in open session would have a detrimental 
effect on the City's position in negotiations with a third party. 

Council convened into executive session at 7:20 p.m. Council adjourned from executive session at 

7:38p.m. 

RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION to Consider and/or Act upon any deliberation regarding the 
purchase, exchange, lease, or value of one or more tracts of real property. 

Council reconvened into open session at 7:39 p.m. 
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Councilmember Kutch made the motion to purchase discussed property, seconded by Mayor Pro
tem Ray. 

Councilmember Kutch made an amended motion to purchase the discussed property of 30 acres 
for $5,000/acre for a total of $150,000, seconded by Mayor Pro-tem Ray. Carried unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn at 7:40 p.m. made by Councilmember Owens, seconded by Councilmember 
Mitchell. Carried unanimously. 

ATTEST: 

~.~ 
City Secretary 
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