
WHITE OAK CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING 

WHITE OAK CITY HALL 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2012 

6:00P.M. 

MEMBERS PRESENT : Mayor Rick May, Mayor Pro-Tem Barbara Ray, Kyle Kutch , Lance 
Noll , Charlie Owens, Kelly Mitchell 

STAFF PRESENT 

CALL TO ORDER 

: Charlie Smith, Sherry Roberts, Mike Self, Billy Morgan, Debbie Sadler, 
Terry Roach , Randy Dodson, Tracey Fears, Chad Walls, Jim Nail 

Mayor May called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led both the invocation and Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A Consider and/or approve payment of bills. 
B. Consider and/or approve City Council minutes from August 14, August 30, & September 4, 

2012 
C. Consider and/or approve WOEDCO minutes from June 26, 2012 
D. Consider and/or approve audit engagement letter from Karen A Jacks & Associates, P.C. 

for fiscal year ending September 30, 2012. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Ray questioned if she should be the signor of the August 141
h minutes since she 

presided over the meeting in Mayor May's absence. Mayor May stated he would prefer whoever 
presided over the meeting to sign the minutes. Minutes will be changed by the city secretary during 
the executive session so Mayor Pro-Tem Ray could sign before leaving the meeting. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

Burnis White, 414 N. Glencrest stated he has lived in White Oak for over twelve years and has 
seen progress towards the children. The baseball programs in White Oak are moving forward and 
he had heard about potential renovation at the parks and was at the meeting to give his support for 
the renovations. He also stated he had heard about the possibility of the East Texas Pump Jacks 
moving to White Oak and could see so many opportunities this could bring to White Oak. 

Tracey Fears, 309 Maple stated he wanted to reiterate what Burnis said and as a citizen, he is 
completely supportive of the ballpark renovations. Tracey stated he had spoken to several friends 
and had not received any negative responses. 

CONSIDER AND/OR APPROVE a feasibility study for the high school baseball field to be 
performed by Schaumburg & Polk, Inc. (SPI). 

City Coordinator Charlie Smith stated that he had visited with Schaumburg & Polk and passed out 
a preliminary drawing to the council. For the feasibility study, it will cost approximately $15,000 to 
see about electrical upgrades, dugouts, size of bleachers, etc. This will let staff know what will work 
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and what size of things will work for this project. Councilmember Kutch stated that $15,000 
sounded kind of expensive. Councilmember Owens asked if the City had ever worked with SPI 
before. Mr. Smith answered no, but a representative from the company had stopped by city hall 
one day just on a cold call. He has stayed in contact and came to us with a park grant. There was 
not a good time frame for that particular grant. SPI has been very aggressive with grant projects. 
Councilmember Owens agreed with Councilmember Kutch about the price of the quote. He 
questioned if there was a different company that could do the same service for less and thought it 
was wise to seek a second opinion . Mayor May stated he has been down there fifteen times and 
has spent many hours analyzing what could go where. He agreed that there should be other 
quotes given on the feasibility study. Councilmember Owens commented that we are pressed for 
time. Mayor May stated the time issue is regarding the Pump Jacks but from his perspective, he 
wants these renovations done for the White Oak Baseball program and what is best for the kids. 
He stated he truly, 1 00% believes this is the best move the City can do for the baseball kids from 
the time they are little and playing in T-Ball , for them to know that eventually they will be playing on 
that field. He is not opposed to looking at other companies to provide the feasibility study but also 
knows that it will take a minimum of 30 days to complete the study. After more discussion, the 
Mayor suggested that two other quotes be obtained and if need be, have a special meeting to 
approve the lowest quote. No formal vote was taken, but the council was in agreement with the 
Mayor's suggestion. 

CONSIDER AND/OR APPROVE Resolution 2012-05 authorizing the submission of an application 
to the Texas Department of Agriculture for funding through the Texas Community Development 
Block Grant Program (TxCDBG) and designating the Mayor to act as the City's Executive Officer 
and Authorized Representative for all matters pertaining to the application and committing local 
match. 

City Coordinator Charlie Smith explained this grant would help pay for Miller, Trinity, and Sabine 
streets to be completely redone and overlayed whereas before, they were only budgeted to be seal 
coated. This grant is for the moderate to low income areas. Councilmember Mitchell asked about a 
City match. Mr. Smith stated it is an 80/20 grant and the City's match would be $51 ,004. 
Councilmember Mitchell stated how they just got the budget out of the red and in balance and this 
would put us back in the red. Public Works Director Mike Self explained how it was cheaper to 
match the grant for an overlay project versus the City paying for the entire amount to do only a seal 
coat project. 

City Coordinator Smith stated that he is not comfortable if he does not bring all opportunities to the 
council. Mike Self explained how slim this grant round is and that since we were just funded for a 
water grant, the City has a lesser chance of being approved. He stated that if we wait until the next 
round, maybe the City would have a better chance of getting the grant. 

Councilmember Kutch made the motion to not approve this item, Councilmember Owens 
seconded. Carried unanimously. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION in accordance with : 
• Texas Government Code, Subchapter D, Section 551 .074 Personnel Matters-Fire Chief 

Position. 
• Section 551.072 of the Texas Government Code, the City Council may meet in closed 

session to deliberate the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of one or more tracts of real 
property, where such deliberations in open session would have a detrimental effect on the 
City's position in negotiations with a third party. 
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Mayor May closed the open session and Council entered executive session at 6:29 p.m. 

RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION and take any action necessary regarding: 
• the Fire Chief position; 
• to Consider and/or Act upon any deliberation regarding the purchase, exchange, lease, or 

value of one or more tracts of real property. 

Council exited executive session and reconvened into open session at 6:59 p.m. The following 
action was made from executive session discussion: 

Mayor Pro-Tem Ray made the motion to accept the Adrian land purchase modifications and to 
purchase the 41.86 acres for $158,750, seconded by Councilmember Noll. Carried unanimously. 

BUDGET WORKSHOP 

City Secretary Sherry Roberts stated the item was left on the agenda in case there was any further 
discussion. 

CONSIDER AND/OR APPROVE Ordinance #2012-09 Approving a Budget Amendment to the FY 
11/12 General Fund Budget. 

Councilmember Noll made the motion to approve, seconded by Councilmember Owens. Carried 
unanimously. 

CONSIDER AND/OR APPROVE Ordinance #2012-10 Adopting and Approving a Budget for Fiscal 
Year October 1, 2012 to September 30, 2013 and Providing an Effective Date. 

Councilmember Mitchell made the motion to approve, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Ray. Carried 
unanimously. 

CONSIDER AND/OR APPROVE Ordinance #2012-11 levying ad valorem taxes for use and 
support of the municipal government of the City of White Oak for the 2012-2013 fiscal year; 
providing for apportioning each levy and specific purposes; providing when taxes shall become due 
and delinquent if not paid and providing for an effective date. 

Councilmember Noll made the motion to approve, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Ray. Carried 
unanimously. 

DISCUSSION on future West Center Street subdivision. 

City Coordinator Charlie Smith explained that Rob Thompson approached him about the 
subdivision on Center Street that he is currently developing. He is planning on building it as a cul
de-sac and will need two fire hydrants. Mr. Smith questioned him on what the reason was as to 
why he is building a cul-de-sac versus carrying the street through to open onto Ruth Street. Mr. 
Thompson would like the City to pay for the difference in extending the new street to Ruth Street. 
Mr. Smith stated they figured the amount to be $162 per linear foot to put in a curb and gutter road. 
It would be approximately $40,000 to extend the road. There will be around 30 homes with a 
minimum of 1600 sq . ft. After further discussion, it was the general opinion that the road extension 
is better for the City versus building a cul-de-sac. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn at 7:18 made by Councilmember Mitchell , seconded by Councilmember Noll. 
Carried unanimously. 

ATTEST: 

~~l~~\~ 
City Secretary 
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