
WHITE OAK CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING

WHITE OAK CITY HALL
AUGUST 13, 2013

5: 00 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT  : Mayor Rick May, Mayor Pro-Tern Barbara Ray, Lance Noll, Kyle
Kutch, Kelly Mitchell, Charlie Owens

STAFF PRESENT Charlie Smith, Sherry Roberts, Billy Morgan, Tracey Fears, Wendell
Basham, Terry Roach, Randy Dodson, Jason Maxted

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor May called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. Councilmember Kutch led the invocation and
Mayor May led the Pledge of Allegiance.

CONSENT AGENDA

A.  Consider and/or approve payment of bills
B.  Consider and/or approve City Council minutes from July 9 and July 23, 2013
C.  Consider and/or approve WOEDCO Board minutes from June 25, 2013
D.  Consider and/or approve WOEDCO's FY 13/ 14 Budget
E.  Consider and/or approve Interlocal contract for 911 Database Maintenance with ETCOG
F.  Consider and/or approve Resolution  # 2013-07 Adopting the Gregg county Hazard

Mitigation Action Plan

Mayor Pro Tern Ray made the motion to approve, seconded by Councilmember Owens. Carried
unanimously.

CITIZEN COMMENTS

Mary Howard, 702 S. White Oak Rd.- Ms. Howard addressed the Council regarding how tax dollars
are spent. She stated that if she was going to complain, that she needed to get involved. On July
29, 2013 she received a three-page certified letter for not mowing her lawn for one weekend while
she was out of town. She said that single letter was valued at $ 20 or more. She addressed other
issues in town that should be cleaned up besides hers. She continued to express her discontent
with the fact that the City has no Fire Chief and has regressed back to a volunteer department
which has an effect on response time, and the police department has no chief and no City EMS.
Ms. Howard directly questioned Mayor May if he was being responsible with the tax dollars that are
entrusted to him. She ended by stating she would rather see a letter in her mailbox about what a
five and ten-year vision plan for this community would look like, what businesses are being invited
to the City, and do they have a good sales tax as opposed to the manufacturing companies that
bring in little to no sales tax revenue.

PUBLIC HEARING to receive comments for and against a request by Scott Zhorne to rezone one
lot from Single-Family 8 to Two-Family Residential to allow for the building of duplexes. The subject
site is located in the William Castleberry Survey, Abstract 38, facing 402 White Oak Road.

Mayor May opened the public hearing at 5:05 p.m.
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Mike Spencer, 1002 Person Rd. - Mr. Spencer explained to the Council that he has nothing against
the Zhornes. He moved to White Oak about 18 years ago and was a multi- term city councilmember
for Flower Mound, Texas and understands what it is like to sit on the Council side of the table. He
stated he is here not to speak against the Zhornes, but against multi-family living. Every police
chief and school superintendent will vouch that multi- family living increase costs, calls for service,
and crime. He stated he is speaking because he sees a trend. New ones are popping up around
town and the only people that win are the ones collecting the rent checks. In Flower Mound they
had overwhelming pressure to be like Lewisville. The Council stopped it,  stepped back, and
planned the City. He told the Council his belief that White Oak has a tremendous future and all of
the oilfield land will one day be gone. The City needs to change their thought process and decide
where the City will be in five years and in ten years. It is not the City's responsibility to provide
housing for everyone. A Councilmember's job is to plan for the future, for the tax base, and what is
in the best interest for the citizens. Single-family development is better for the community. He
asked the Council to reconsider the decision that the Planning & Zoning Board has already
approved. There are enough multi-family units.  Renters are temporary and are considered a E
transient population. White Oak has enough housing in every price range in town. People want to
move here because of the community, the spirit, and the schools.

4

Mayor May closed the public hearing at 5: 11 p.m.

CONSIDER AND/OR APPROVE request by Scott Zhorne to rezone one lot from Single- Family 8
to Two-Family Residential to allow for the building of duplexes. The subject site is located in the
William Castleberry Survey, Abstract 38, facing 402 White Oak Road. I

t

Councilmember Mitchell made the motion not to approve the request, seconded by Mayor Pro Tern
Ray. Carried unanimously.

DISCUSSION AND/OR APPROVE any action regarding the Owens Road upgrade.

City Coordinator Charlie Smith explained that last month a resident spoke to everyone regarding
Owens Road off of George Richey.

He stated he asked Hayes Engineering to look at the roadway to see how much it would cost to
build some ditches, culverts, and do an overlay on the road. He referenced the engineering quote
of $120,000 for the project. The citizen approached all seven homeowners on the road regarding
easements to the City for the project and all were in favor. Mayor Pro-Tem Ray affirmed that the
street would have to be a public street before anything can be done. Mr. Smith stated he directed
Public Works to fill the potholes to make it more drivable. This is just an old oil field road. Mayor
Pro-Tem Ray questioned was this an area that will grow or was the growth limited. Councilmember
Owens stated that until Ms. Payne is ready to sell her property, it will not be more than it already is.
Councilmember Mitchell stated it had always been the City's position that the City was not the
builder of roads, that the City maintained them after the builder built them. City Coordinator Smith
stated that there are several roads like this and Orms Road will be the next request.
Councilmember Owens stated he would much rather adopt Orms Road than Owens road because
it has ingress and egress and can be developed. Councilmember Noll questioned that if it will take

120,000 to fix Owens Road, then how much would it take to fix Orms Road. All agreed it would
take a lot more money to fix Orms Road.

I

City Coordinator Smith said the road needs drainage and culverts because without these,
deterioration occurs. Mayor Pro-Tem Ray stated the homeowners bought these homes knowing
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the condition of the road. Councilmember Mitchell stated there has not been a new home built
there in years. City Coordinator Smith asked the Council if anyone had an objection to the repair of
potholes on Owens Road. The consensus was no.

Councilmember Kutch made a motion for the City to maintain Owens Road by patching holes
versus building a new road according to the engineer's estimate,  Councilmember Owens
seconded. Carried unanimously.

DISCUSSION AND/OR APPROVE any action regarding tree removal on recently purchased
41. 836 acre tract of land.

Texas Forest Service Urban District Forester Daniel Duncum was introduced by Mayor Pro-Tem
Ray. He was asked to speak to the Council regarding the tree removal because of his expertise in
urban forestry. Mr. Duncum. According to the timber contract, if they clear-cut all of the hardwood,
erosion will form. He recommended at a minimum to create a streamside management zone to
protect the water quality to keep more soil onsite. He highly recommended that each of the oilfield
infrastructures that are surrounded by fence be concealed by the native material that exists. Three

f

of these zones have turnaround areas for the oilfield employees.  He handed out maps he

generated which showed areas that could be completely cleared of trees to bring in development.
He stated his concern regarding traffic flow for businesses, residents, and oilfield workers that
generate a variety of vehicles. Initially he would have liked to have seen trees left throughout the
entire area to cool down parking lots, etc. If contractors don' t buy into this, they can ruin trees.
Some areas may or may not be worth clearing off for businesses. Mayor Pro-Tern Ray asked
which areas aren' t worth building on. Councilmember Noll questioned if the blue areas on the
topography maps are where the drainage system is and if a lot of trees are cut, will it get worse. Mr.
Duncum answered yes it will get worse. If the City wants to retain trees, someone needs to decide
which trees to keep. Councilmember Mitchell asked why we have to cut anything. Mayor Pro-Tern
Ray answered that the City will lose money if the choice is made to clear-cut. Councilmember
Mitchell made the suggestion to let the businesses that come in cut what they want. Mayor May
stated that a lot of it needs to be cleared off to build roads for businesses. Mayor Pro-Tem Ray
responded that if the choice is made to clear-cut then what grows back that is not developed will
look like a jungle. Councilmember Owens stated that if the amount of trees for the timber buyer
keeps being reduced, then the City will have to pay someone to cut the trees. Mr. Duncum stated
some timbers buyers will not accept a job for smaller lot sizes and less volume. If you knew the
road structure that you wanted to put in, you could go ahead and set this up. The lay of the land
changes weekly. There is not a whole lot of money overall and erosion is more expensive. A good
option is to leave the trees as is but go ahead and set up a road system. The business that moves
in could figure out what spot they want and pick which trees to keep. Mayor Pro-Tern Ray asked
when considering the water stream protection, how many trees should be kept or how far away
from the stream should trees remain. Mr. Duncum answered trees should be left at least 60 feet
away from the creek bank on each side. Mayor Pro-Tern Ray otherwise trees should be left at least
100 feet apart, but first it needs to be decided where to put the roads. He responded yes, the
decision of where to place roads and utilities needs to be made. Mayor Pro-Tern Ray asked Mr.
Duncum if he would be available if we need you to go back through the area. He answered yes,
however he would like to see some honest discussion before the land is slicked off. The City is
ahead of the game and he would be glad to meet with a committee or whoever would like to go out
there to get a feel of what he is talking about. Mayor Pro-Tem Ray stated she would like council to
go out with Mr. Duncum to understand everything. Mayor May told Mayor Pro-Tem Ray that she l
could go mark the trees she wants to save. Marking the trees to keep was voted on during the last I

meeting. There was more discussion on where the proposed roads will be built. Councilmember
Kutch opined that it would look better with trees, but he knows what was discussed at the last
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meeting. Councilmember Mitchell made the suggestion to clear out for roads then let businesses
decide what trees to keep. He asked if the businesses want to lease or buy and about the plan for
this property. Mayor May answered the plan is that there are businesses ready to build. One
business wants five acres and the other business wants 8- 10 acres. Mayor Pro-Tern Ray stated
they need roads. Mayor May replied that one of the things previously discussed was that the oilfield
equipment and trees are obstacles that will have to be worked around. The City can either lease or
sell this property.  One business will need a clear lot and no trees.  City Coordinator Smith
suggested that if there is going to be a road built, then to allow him to get an engineer to look at the
land and maybe it could be built in sections. Councilmember Kutch questioned if there is a potential
of losing a business soon. Mayor May stated that we' ll lose APEC for sure if a road isn' t built
quickly. There are two or three businesses in Longview that would like to relocate here. APEC
needs an open area for training. Councilmember Owens stated that APEC would like a training
facility with no trees. Mayor May stated APEC would prefer to have the piece of property that backs
up to the park now. Mayor Pro-Tem Ray responded that there needs to be a road all the way back
there before they move in. Mayor May replied that this is what we are trying to do. Councilmember
Owens questioned if there was enough room to put a road in from Old Highway 80 to Parkway.
City Coordinator Smith answered yes and Mayor May replied this route is the proposed drawing
they have. Councilmember Kutch asked if it was possible to have APEC come out and confirm
what they want. Mayor May answered that they have already looked at it. He has had a lengthy
discussion with APEC and they would like a minimum of five acres. Mayor Pro-Tern Ray asked if
APEC wants to buy or lease the property. Mayor May stated they would probably entertain either
way. Councilmember Owens questioned what the law is regarding the sale of city property. City
Coordinator Smith answered that the state legislature just changed the law where cities can now
go through a realtor to sell property. Councilmember Owens stated his opinion was to sell the
property in parcels because the City is not in the real estate business, so to speak. Mr. Duncum
wanted to clarify something based on hearing the conversation. If some kind of clear-cut was to
occur and the site is not developed quickly, more vegetation will grow. If parts of it were not
developed for five to six years later, a jungle will grow. Councilmember Owens replied that this is
when maintenance will come in.

Council directed Charlie to ask Hayes Engineering to come in and estimate the building of a road
through the property. Mayor Pro-Tern Ray stated there will need to be an ingress and egress for all
kinds of vehicles. Councilmember Owens responded that each facility has a right to get to their
equipment and they have a 75ft perimeter that cannot be encroached and it may be 1 00f around a
tank battery.

Councilmember Owens stated that it is logical to put the road in first so people can see what they
are buying. Mayor Pro-Tem Ray agreed. Councilmember Noll also agreed and said something
needs to be done. The reason the City purchased the land was to bring people to White Oak but
keep it controlled.  Mayor May agreed.  Hayes Engineering will need to keep in mind of the
businesses that are requesting the acreage. City Coordinator Smith explained the road will need to
be built on the west side of the softball field.

BUDGET WORKSHOP

Councilmember Mitchell expressed his discontentment with deficit balance in the general fund.       4
City Coordinator Smith stated he and the Mayor will go back over the budget and find the
necessary expenses to cut in order to obtain a balanced budget.

t

CONSIDER AND DISCUSS the tax rates needed to fund the 2013/2014 operating budget for a
maintenance and operations and for debt service.
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After discussing the tax rate, it was the consensus of the Council to not increase the tax rate above
the effective rate of$. 52011/ 100 valuation.

CONSIDER AND/OR TAKE A RECORD VOTE to place for adoption on the September 10, 2013
agenda, a proposed tax rate for 2013,  if the proposed tax rate exceeds the effective rate of
52011/ 100.

Since it was the consensus of the Council to not adopt a tax rate above the effective rate, this
action was not necessary.

CITY COORDINATOR ITEMS

A. Owens Road Update

Update not necessary. Discussion above.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilmember Noll made the motion to adjourn at 6:52 p.m., seconded by Councilmember
Mitchell. Carried unanimously.

Ric ay, Mayor er

ATTEST:

Sherry Robes, TkIMC
City Secretary
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