
WHITE OAK CITY COUNCIL 
SPECIAL MEETING 

WHITE OAK CITY HALL 
JUNE 19, 2012 

4:30P.M. 

MEMBERS PRESENT : Mayor Rick May, Mayor Pro-Tem Barbara Ray, Lance Noll , 
Kyle Kutch, Kelly Mitchell 

MEMBERS ABSENT Charlie Owens(entered at 4:50p.m.) 

STAFF PRESENT Charlie Smith, Sherry Roberts, Mike Self, Debbie Sadler 

CALL TO ORDER 
A. Invocation 
B. Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor May called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. Mayor May led the invocation and 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

CONSIDER AND/OR APPROVE Ordinance 2012-06 related to the SWEPCO franchise 
agreement. 

Mayor May explained to the Council that according to the city attorney, this contract 
revision is as good as it is going to get and White Oak should not expect to have a 
different agreement compared to other cities. Everyone wants their trees trimmed nicely. 
Last time the trees were cut, it was unsightly but the trimming was not performed on a 
regular basis. 

Councilmember Kutch presented the council with a copy of his recommendation which 
gives the City more control over the contract for 25 years. Councilmember Mitchell stated 
that the council cannot force SWEPCO's hand. He also stated he likes Councilmember 
Kutch 's recommendation. Mayor May agreed but was worried that SWEPCO would not 
pass it. Mayor Pro-tem Ray stated she likes it too, but does not understand why the 
contract has to be for 25 years. City Coordinator Charlie Smith explained that 25 years is 
standard because people do not want to mess with a new contract every 5-1 0 years. 

Mayor May asked the Council what else has SWEPCO done so bad besides the bad tree 
trimming. He stated that he has not had bad service. Councilmember Mitchell answered 
that he had, but SWEPCO fixed it. City Coordinator Smith stated that the City has a pretty 
fair working relationship with SWEPCO and when he has called about an issue, it has 
been resolved. 

Mayor Pro-tem Ray stated she has sent off for the book of best management practices 
from the International Society of Arboriculture because she does not believe the tree 
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trimming company is going by the practices. She also stated she has had previous 
problems with SWEPCO and it took her neighbor contacting the Public Utilities 
Commission to get it corrected. She stated she will not accept SWEPCO's word , but will 
accept Councilmember Kutch's and she would like to see the International Society of 
Arboriculture's Best Practices added as an addendum to the contract. 

Councilmember Kutch stated he does not have a problem with SWEPCO but would like to 
see an accommodation with the tree trimming. Councilmember Noll also stated he does 
not have a problem with SWEPCO. Councilmember Kutch stated he does not think his 
recommendation should be a deal killer and the City should have more control on the 
cutting of the trees. 

Councilmember Noll stated that since they cut back so much of the trees, it should not be 
this drastic again if managed correctly. City Coordinator Smith replied that the contract 
states trimming will be done every 4-5 years depending on the species of the tree in 
accordance to the standard practices of the International Society of Arboriculture. 

Councilmember Mitchell stated that he will do whatever the council decides, but to 
remember that SWEPCO is the only electricity provider in town. City Coordinator Smith 
asked Councilmember Kutch who the City official would be to regulate the tree trimming 
according to Councilmember Kutch's written recommendation . Councilmember Kutch 
answered it would be the person in charge of the City. 

Councilmember Noll agreed that no trees should be butchered in the trimming process, 
but does not want White Oak to be treated any differently than other cities. 
(Councilmember Owens entered the meeting at 4:50p.m.) Councilmember Noll stated that 
even if you chose a different provider, the contract would probably be the same. Mayor 
May stated the revision could be made, but the Council would need to approve the 
contract extension beforehand. 

Mayor May asked for a motion to accept the SWEPCO franchise agreement with the 
current revisions by SWEPCO. Motion to accept made by Councilmember Mitchell , 
seconded by Councilmember Noll. Motion failed. 0-5. 

Mayor May stated that Councilmember Kutch's revision would be sent to the city attorney 
to present to SWEPCO. 

Motion to approve Ordinance 2012-06 to extend the SWEPCO Franchise Agreement 
made by Councilmember Mitchell, seconded by Councilmember Kutch. Carried 
unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilmember Owens made the motion to adjourn at 4:55 p.m. , seconded by 
Councilmember Mitchell. Carried unanimously. 
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ATTEST: 

~l(~ 
City Secretary 

City Council Special Minutes 
June 19, 2012 

Page 3 


